Herbert  Rowse  Armstrong.
The Attorney General
rheumatism from which many of us have suffered, and will suffer
from time to time.      It is called rheumatoid arthritis, but I am
struck with the fact that when Dr. Toogood gave us this descrip-
tion iie introduced a new term which had not been cross-examined
fco by Sir Henry, and its gravity was enhanced by the term that
was used.      We have a document that does not entirely describe
the condition of Mrs. Armstrong when she went into the asylum,
It is a document under the hand of the prisoner.      It is a docu-
ment under the hand, let mo lal\e it, of an affectionate husband—
a document under the hand of a man who wished his wife to get
better in the Barnwood Asylum.      Ho wished, therefore, to give
information which would be a guide and help to the doctors who
took care of her,      I will not placo that document too high.     I
will not ask you to be unfair from the way in which it is signed.
It is not a document like a jml icy of insurance in which extreme
accuracy is needed, or anything of that sort; but, taking it fairly
and not placing it too high, does not it give one a test by which
ono can say whether or not it describes her condition in August,
1920—whether the man who  know her best    did   present   those
features that she was a martyr to indigestion, that she suffered
from rheumatoid arthritis,  and was in such a condition of bad
health that you may attribute all that happened in August to her
condition at that time?     I will not read it all to you, but let me
recall two or three sentences in it.      It is this.      Sho is described
as a martyr to indigestion, as cheerful but anxious.      Then the
document refers to her being anxious, and the question is asked
whether her health is good,  bad, or indifferent.      If she was a
martyr to this indigestion, if she was suffering from rheumatoid
arthritis, if she was suffering from auto-intoxication, should not
some trace be found in this document?     It says, " Health fairly
good, but of livery tendency."     You observe that the qualification
is put on her health being good generally, but that she is of livery
tendency.     Gentlemen, does not that justify me, taking that docu-
ment fairly and not too high, in saying that at that time sho was
in a condition of health which shows that the description now given
for the purpose of proving auto-intoxication is an exaggerated one1?
I do not want to put it higher.    And there is one more answer—
" Has she ever suffered from any serious disease, or is she subject
to any particular constitutional or bodily ailment? "     Would not
it be fair to say that if she was a martyr to indigestion, if she
was suffering from rheumatoid arthritis, you would put down that
she had got acute indigestion, constant rheumatism, and eo on?
But one other question is put.     ee Has sho ever suffered from any
serious disease, or is she subject to any particular constitutional or
bodily ailment? " and the answer is " No," and I ask you to take
that 'document which gives you  a standard by which you can
measure the question of whether or not the evidence now presented
to you as to her condition in August was exaggerated or not.   And
I claim that document does definitely establish this, that, speaking
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